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50 THE MUSICAL TIMES.-JANUARY I, 1887. 

CATHEDRAL MUSIC IN DENVER. 
TO THE EDITOR OF " THE MUSICAL TIMES.1" 

SIR,-In one of my articles on " Music in America," 
which you were good enough to publish last year, I referred 
to the excellent choral service in St. John's Cathedral, 
Denver, Col. Since then I have received, from time to 
time, reports of musical doings in connection with the 
principal church of that wonderful city, and as both the 
Precentor, Mr. Stevenson, and the Organist, Mr. Walter 
E. Hall, F.C.O., are Englishmen, I venture to hope that 
your readers will not turn away unconcernedly from a few 
details. 

Last month Mr. Stevenson kindly forwarded to me the 
order of service for Thanksgiving Day, when the Anthem 
was Hiller's " Song of Victory" in its entirety; the 
" service," chants, responses, &c., being selected from 
Tallis, Macfarren, Turle, Oakeley, and Tours, the Bene- 
dicite being the work of the Precentor himself. Mr. 
Stevenson writes: " We give on every great Festival some 
of the greater works-for instance, at Easter, Mendelssohn's 
' Come let us sing' (with final chorus); last Thanksgiving, 
Mendelssohn's 'Athalie'; during Lent, Haydn's 'Pas- 
sion,' Mendelssohn's 'Christus,' and Gounod's 'Messe 
Solennelle.' . . Last Sunday were sung Beethoven's 
'Hallelujah' and Trimnell's ' The Lord is Kiing'; and 
to-morrow (Advent Sunday) we take Barnby's ' It is high 
time,' and Handel's 'And the glory.' Our choir numbers 
about sixty voices, and it is entirely voluntary." 

Mr. Hall has also been good enough to write, enclosing 
a programme of six weekly subscription " Orchestral and 
Organ Recitals " held in the Cathedral. The plan of these 
Recitals includes the use of a solo orchestral instrument, in 
addition to the organ, and I find in each programme 
nothing but music of the highest class. Ex uno disce 
omnes! Here is the first:-Prelude and Fugue in A 
(Bach); Andante favori for violin and organ, in F (Beet- 
hoven); Organ Concerto in G (Handel); Larghetto from 
Second Symphony (Beethoven); Air in C, for violin and 
organ (Bach); March from "Lohengrin " (Wagner). Mr. 
Hall observes in his letter: " No doubt you will scan the 
enclosed with interest, as showing what I am doing at the 
front. The Recitals proved a musical, though not a 
financial, success. Still, I am perfectly satisfied with the 
result, as the change from ' the Indian and the buffalo' to 
organ recitals in twenty years is not a poor change after 
all." 

I have much pleasure in thus drawing attention, by your 
favour, to the excellent doings of our countrymen in the 
shadow of the " Rockies," and in reminding your readers 
that these efforts are not mere " bounce" with insuf- 
ficient means. The Denver Cathedral Choir, as I heard it 
two years ago, would easily hold its own with the Cathedral 
Choirs of England.-Faithfully yours, 

JOSEPH BENNETT. 
Wanswell Lodge, Finchley Road, N.W., 

December 21. 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

*'* Notices of concerts, and other information supplied by our friends 
in the country, nmust be forwarded as early as possible after the 
occurrence; otherwise they cannot be inserted. Our correspondents 
must specifically denote the date of each concert, for without such 
date no notice can be taken of the performance. 

Our correspondents will oblige by writing all snames as clearly as pos- 
sible, as we cannot be responsible for any mistakes that may occur. 

Correspondents are informed that their names and addresses must 
accompany all communications. 

We cannot undertake to returln offered contributions ; the authors, 
therefore, will do well to retailn copies. 

Notice is sent to all subscribers whose payment (in advance) is ex- 
hausted. The paper will be discontinued where the Subscription is 
not renewed. We again remind those who are disappointed in 
obtaining back numbers that, although the music is always kept 
in stock, only a sufficient quantity of the rest of the paper is 
printed to supply the current sale. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF COUNTRY NEWS. 
We do not hold ourselves responsible for any opinions expressed in 

this Summary, as all the notices are either collated from the local 
papers or supplied to us by corresponzdents. 

ABINGDON.--The Messiah was given on Thursday, theeI6th ult., by 
the Musical Association, in the New Corn Exchange, a building ad- 

mirably adapted for such performances. The soloists were Miss 
Maude Viccars, Miss Rant, and Messrs. Robinson and Sunman of the 
Cathedral Choir, Oxford. Miss Viccars is a young artist possessing 
a clear and telling voice of great promise. The other soloists sus- 
tained their several parts with credit to themselves and pleasure to 
their audience. The choruses bore marks of steady improvement on 
the part of the choir, which has largely increased in numbers this 
season; while it is a matter for congratulation that the band, arlmost 
entirely composed of members of the Society, under the leadership 
of Mr. T. Miles, was thoroughly satisfactory Mr. Fred. K. Couldrey 
conducted, as usual.--A Children's Concert, in connection with 
the Junior Guild of St. George, was given in the Council Chamber, 
on Monday, the 2oth ult. The programme consisted of the " Children's 
National Hymn," by Mrs. Gabriel Davis (composed expressly for the 
Guild), Smart's Cantata, King Rini's Daughter, and Desmond Ryan's 
new Toy Symphony. The solos of the Cantata were sung by Mrs. 
Kendall, Mrs. Clench, and the Misses M. Tomkins, Rant, and Drewe, 
the choruses being rendered by the children. Misses Eagle and 
Hughes performed the Overture as a Pianoforte duet, and Mrs. Slade 
Baker accompanied her pupils in the vocal parts and also in the Toy 
Symphony. There is a great improvement in the part singing of the 
Guild, which was marked throughout the evening by its precision and 
sweetness. The Toy Symphony was rendered by an orchestra of 
twenty-nine performers, and by its novelty and brightness formed a 
very popular part of the programme. 

BASINGSTOKEN.--The Harmonic and Amateur Orchestral Societies 
gave a Concert in the New Masonic Hall on the 7th ult. The soloists 
were Miss A. Knowles, Mr. T. Hunt, and Mr. E. Forrest. The works 
performed were Anderton's Wreck of the Hesperus and Romberg's 
Transient and Eternal. Five pieces were played by the orchestra, 
and Miss A. Hunt contributed two violin solos. Mr. Webster 
accompanied on the pianoforte, and Miss E. Hunt on the har- 
monium. The Concert was under the conductorship of Mr. W. H. 
Liddle, Organist of St. Michael's Church. 

BELFAST.-A Concert in aid of local charities was given in the 
Ulster Hall, on the 6th ult., under the conductorship of Mr. Thomas 
H. Crowe. The vocalists were Mrs. Shaw, Mrs. H. Ritchie, Miss 
Wallace, Miss Hamilton, Messrs. Boyd and King, and Captain Anstey. 
One of the most important features of the Concert was the organ 
performance of Mr. Crowe, who fully confirmed the highly favourable 
opinions elicited by his recent Recitals upon the organ erected in 
Bangor Church. 

BISHOP AUCKLANt.--The members of the Musical Society inaugu- 
rated their Eleventh Season on the ioth ult., by a Concert in the 
Town Hall, the chief attraction of which was the first repre- 
sentation of a new Oratorio, St. Thomas, by N. Kilburn, Mus. Bac., 
Cantab. The work was well rendered, the solos being effectively sung 
by Miss Thudichum and Mr. Champion. Mr. Kilburn conducted. 
The miscellaneous portion of the programme included violin solos by 
Madame Brousil, and cornet solos by Mr. Monkhouse. The accom- 
panists were Mrs. Rayner, Messrs. Hornung, W. Brotherton, J. K. 
Brotherton, and W. Bowron. 

BLACKBURN.--A successful Organ Recitalwas given in St. Philip's 
Church, on Tuesday evening, November 30, by Mr. T. Blackshaw, 
Organist of St. John's Church. The programme was varied and well 
selected. Vocal pieces were admirably sung by St. John's choir. The 
organ is a magnificent instrument by Willis, and contains three 
manuals and over forty stops.-The St. Cecilia Society, which has 
now entered upon its twelfth season, gave its first Concert on Monday, 
the 13th ult. The first part consisted of Charles H. Lloyd's 
Andromeda, the principal parts in which were sustained by Miss 
Fanny Bristowe, Miss Richardson, Mr. Thornborough, and Mr. 
Higginson. Mr. J. H. Rooks, Conductor of musical societies at 
Bradford, Mirfield, and Shipley, conducted the Concert with his usual 
ability. The second part of the programme opened with Beethoven's 
Choral Fantasia, in which Mr. J. D. Bird gave a most excellent 
interpretation of the pianoforte part. 

BOURNEMOUTH.-The fourth of the series of entertainments organ- 
ised by Mr. S. Wall Richards took place at the Shaftesbury Hall, on 
Saturday, the I8th ult., when Mr. J. T. Carrodus, assisted by Miss Bertha 
Moore and Miss Ada Bright (accompanist), gave a Violin Recital and 
Concert. There was a large attendance, and the character of the enter- 
tainment amply justified the measure of public support which was ac- 
corded it. An interesting programme was presented, including Fantasia 
from " Othello" (Ernst); Violin and Piano Concertante, Two Melodies, 
Op. 47 (Molique); "Chaconne" (Bach), for violin alone; solo violin 
(on one string), " Mos6 in Egitto" (Paganini); "Reverie" (Vieux- 
temps); " Le Tremolo" (De Beriot) and 

"aThe 
Carnival of Venice " 

(Ernst). Miss Ada Bright was excellent as accompanist, and Miss 
Bertha Moore's songs were exceedingly successful. She possesses a 
fine, clear, and well-trained soprano voice, and sings with an amount 
of expression which always enlists the sympathy of the audience. 

BRisToL.-November 3o, being St. Andrew's Day, special services 
were held at St. Andrew's Church, Montpelier. At the Evensong the 
choral part of the service was undertaken by an augmented choir of 
seventy voices, consisting of the choirs of St. Andrew's and St. 
Barnabas's Churches, assisted by the ladies of Mr. Brookes's private 
choir. In place of the organ accompaniment, the instrumental portion 
was performed by a band of twenty-two performers, led by Mr. F. 
Watts, and Mr. Alfred Brookes (Organist of St. Andrew's Church) 
officiated as Conductor. The Magnificat and Nunc dimittis were sung 
to Stainer in A; the Anthem was a selection from The Messiah, Mr. 
Wilmut singing " Comfort ye" and "Every valley," and Miss A. 
Wensley " How beautiful are the feet." The Rev. P. H. Leary, of 
All Saints', Clifton, was the preacher. There was a very large congre- 
gation, the offertory being on behalf of the Additional Curates' Aid 
Society.- On Friday evening, the 17th ult., a very successful 
Concert was given by Mr. J. F. Nash, in the large Victoria Room. 
Songs, and violin and pianoforte solos, were given respectively by Miss 
Marie Gane, Mr. Theo. Carrington, and Mr. J. F. Nash. Several 
quartets and songs were rendered by the Bristol Cathedral Quartet, 
Messrs. W, Jones, E. T. Morgan, J. F. Nash, and W. Thomas. 
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